The City of

OKLAHOMA CITY

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNSELOR
KENNETH JORDAN
Municipa! Counselor

August 30, 2022

Megan Lambert

Morgan Ipanema

Brett Behenna

Joseph Thai

ACLU of Oklahoma

P.O. Box 13327

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73113

Re:  Oklahoma City Municipal Sign Code § 3-83(a)(3)
Dear Ms. Lambert, et al.:

We have received your letter dated August 11, 2022, regarding current Oklahoma City Municipal
Code § 3-83(a)(3), which is part of Article V of Chapter 3. In response, please be advised that the
City has, since 2019, been actively pursuing a new sign code to advance the policy goals of the
City’s comprehensive plan, PlanOKC, and to address constitutional compliance regarding
content-neutrality, specifically including compliance with Reed vs. Town of Gilbert, 576 U.S. 155
(2015). This new sign code also aims to cnsure basic functional and aesthetic minimums, reducc
sign clutter, improve sign aesthetics, restrict or climinate new billboards, and improve code
enforcement of dilapidated signs.

To this end, the City has engaged a consultant, White & Smith, LLC Planning and Law Group, to
develop such an updated sign code. The City’s consultant, along with City’s Planning staff, have
studied best practices from pcer cities and engaged in significant outreach with stakeholders.
Notably, the new sign code will repcal Article V of Chapter 3 altogether.

The current draft of the new sign code is included herewith and we welcome your feedback. The
City is more than willing to consider any possible changes you would like to advance.

Q‘i il PP‘[’I—"] i

Municipal Counselor
Enclosure

pc:  Mayor and Council
Craig Freeman, City Managcr

200 North Walker - Suite 400 « Oklahoma City, OK 73102 - 405/297-2451 - FAX 405/297-2118
















































































































































3.

The minimum clearance between ground level and the lowest point of the display surface, exclusive of
supports, is 6 feet.

F. Location

1.

The location shall comply with all established building lines and required setbacks as outlined in this Chapter
and all other ordinances of the City.

Where there is no building setback line established by ordinance or subdivision plat, Billboards shall be set
back from any lot line abutting a street at least 25 feet.

If a railroad right-of-way crosses a public right-of-way, required setbacks or established building lines on
adjacent properties are extended through or across the railroad right-of-way.
No Billboard shall be constructed, erected, or placed in any way on theroof or walls of a building. A Billboard

may be constructed over, but not on, a roof if there is a minimum distance between the roof and the lowest
point of the sign surface of 10 feet.

G. Spacing Between Billboards. Except as allowed in Section L below:

1.
2.

The measurement for the spacing requirement is from the center of the sign support structure.

Regardless of the applicable zoning, no Billboard shall be constructed, erected, placed, or replaced closer
than 1,200 feet to another Billboard facing in the same direction and on the same side of the street or
roadway from which the Billboard is intended to be read.

H. Spacing from Districts or Uses.

1.

No Billboard shall be constructed, erected, placed, or replaced closer than 50 feet to the nearest
residentially zoned (RA, R-1, R-1ZL, R-2, R-3, R-3M, R-4M, R-4, R-MH-1, and R-MH-2 or areas of a PUD or
SPUD reserved for residential uses).

No billboard shall be constructed, erected, placed, or replaced closer than 150 feet to the nearest detached
Single-Family or Two-Family Residential building.

No Billboard shall be constructed, erected, placed, or replaced closer than 300’ to the nearest HL or HP
zoned property.

I.  Lighting. Billboards may be illuminated in compliance with Chapters 18 and 32 of the Municipal Code, and any
other applicable ordinances. However, no flashing or intermittent lighting of Billboards is permitted.

J.  Electronic Message Displays. Billboards may incorporate Level 1 electronic message displays (see Section 59-
16105 of this Article). Billboards shall not incorporate Level 2 or 3 electronic message displays.

K. ScenicCorridor

1.

Purpose. The purpose of this Section is to promote the reasonable, orderly and effective display of Billboards
in the City while remaining consistent with national policies, to protect the public investment in the
interstate and Federal-aid primary highways, to promote and enhance the beauty, order, and attractiveness
of the City to residents, tourists and visitors and thus, positively influence the economic prosperity of the
area.

Designation
a. Designation Procedure. The City Council may designate a scenic corridor in the same manner prescribed
for the designation of zoning districts by this Chapter and subject to compliance with this subsection.

b. Criteria. The City may designate an area as a Scenic Corridor if it possesses one or more of the following
attributes within the categories below, and finds that due to those factors, it is necessary to regulate
and limit the number and placement of Billboards in the area, resulting in the overall enhancement of
the public health, safety, and welfare:

1. Significant character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage, or cultural
characteristics of the City, state or nation, or
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c. Installation. Signs not affected by building code structural requirements may be installed by other than
a licensed sign contractor if a permit is issued after application and review for conformance to all
applicable regulations.

d. Design Districts. In a design district, no construction, enlargement, or relocation of a sign is permitted
until any applicable Certificate of Approval or Certificate of Appropriateness is approved.

e. Alteration. Whenever a sign is changed, other than for ordinary maintenance and repair or to restore its
original colors, it is considered a new sign and is subject to the sign permit requirements and applicable
design review process.

2. Submittal Requirements. Application for a permit shall be made upon forms or electronic media required by
the Director and shall contain the following information:
a. the name, address, and telephone number of the applicant;

b. the location of the building, structure, or lot to which or upon which the sign or other advertising
structure is to be attached or erected;

the position of the sign or other advertising structurein relation to nearby buildings or structures;

d. one blueprint or ink drawing of the plans and specifications and method of construction and
attachment to the building or in the ground, when required by the Director;

e. copy of stress sheets and calculations showing the structure is designed for dead load and wind
pressure in any direction in the amount required by ordinance, when such is required by the Director;

f. the name of the person erecting the structure;
g. other information the Director may require to show full compliance with all ordinances.

3. Fee. Prior to the issuance of a permit pursuant to this Section, the applicant shall pay the fee established in
Chapter 60, the General Schedule of Fees.

4. Owner's Consent. Before any permit is granted for the erection of a sign, plans and specifications shall be
filed with the Building Official showing the dimensions, materials, and required details of construction,
including loads, stresses, and anchorage. The applications shall be accompanied by the written consent of
the owner or lessee of the premises upon which the sign is to be erected.

5. Issuance

a. Upon the filing of an application for a permit, the Director shall examine the plans and specifications
andotherdata, and the premises upon which it is proposed to be located if deemed necessary.

b. < No person shall be issued .a permit pursuant to the provisions of this Division unless they are a sign
contractor licensed by the City, except as provided for certain signs in this Article, and except murals.

c. If it appears that the proposed structure complies with the building code, all requirements of this
article, and all other laws of the City, the Director shall issue the permit.

6. Identification. Every sign for which a permit is issued and erected, constructed, or maintained shall be plainly
marked with the name of the person, firm, or corporation owning, erecting, maintaining or operating such
sign. The method.and location of this identification shall appear on the plans and within the specifications
filed with the Building Official.

7. Term. The permit becomes null and void if the work authorized under a permit is not completed within 6
months after the date of issuance.
B. Master Sign Plans
1. Applicability.
a. This subsection B is required for:
1. anydevelopment or redevelopment of at least 5 acres, or
2. any PUD or SPUD, or
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7. Any reference to a statute, provision of this Code, other laws or regulations, reference documents, technical
manuals, or other documents refer to the most recent versions of those documents, including any
amendments or updates to the statute, Oklahoma City Municipal Code, law, regulation, or other document.

8. The following elements of this Article are provided for explanatory purposes and for the convenience of the
reader. They are not binding, and do not supersede any mandatory standards and procedures:

a. This Article includes graphics (such as drawings, diagrams, photographs, and images) to help the reader
understand the text. If there is a conflict between a graphic and the text, the text applies.

b. Where a provision includes explanatory material or examples in italics, those provisions are for the
reader’s convenience and do not supersede the text or requirements that it explains.

B. Definitions. The following words, terms and phrases have the following m
the context clearly indicates otherwise:

g when used in this Article, unless

Abandoned Sign: See Section 59-16118 of this Code.

Abut or Abutting: Having a common border, or separated from a com n\border by a street, alley, right-of-way, service

lane, stream or easement.

Adjacent residentially zoned property: the abutting residentially d property that is separa y a common property
line. The sign setback shall be measured from the common property line. Residentially zoned erty separated by a
street, shall be measured from the sign to the nearest point on the right-of-way line of the residentially zoned property
on the opposite side of the street.

A-Frame Sign: See "Sandwich Board." ‘

Aggregate use: a group of primary uses integrated ingle ent hot separated by an opened public street,
under common ownership, and sharing private parkin faC|I|t|e anc rvices in common

Air Dancer: An inflatable device (generally about 20' in f a long tube attached to a fan which causes
the tube to move in a dancing or called an |anatabIe tube or a movmg figure,

nmmn

such as "windyman,
an air dancer may resemble h

Alter: any change in the color, size
not including any items excluded

fion, location, construction or supporting structure of a sign,
59-16115.

Animation: A sequen nen played in order at sufficient speed, presents a smoothly moving image like a
film or video. combination of digitized video or computer-generated graphics.

Arterial: Any

Arterial, Major:a a major arterial in the comprehensive plan (see Section 59-16106)

Arterial, Minor: any a minor arterial in the comprehensive plan (see Section 59-16106)

Attached sign: a sign a inted on, or in any other way represented on a building or a structural element of a
building. Attached signsir ny: canopy sign, combination sign, marquee sign, module sign, parapet wall sign

Attention-Getting Device: means an air dancer, feather sign, propeller, spinner, streamer, search light or similar device or
ornamentation that is designed to attract attention.

Awning sign: any sign painted, printed, attached, or otherwise applied to any facet or support structure of an awning. An
“awning” means an architectural projection that provides weather protection, identity or decoration, and is partially or
wholly supported by the building to which it is attached. An awning is comprised of a lightweight frame structure over
which a covering is attached. (Source: International Building Code 2015)
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llluminated sign: sign which has characters, letters, Figures, designs, or outlines illuminated by electric lights or luminous
tubes whether such sources of illumination are a part of a sign or not.

lllumination: An artificial light source incorporated internally or externally to emanate light from, or direct light to, a
surface. Light sources may include exposed tubing, electrical bulbs, fluorescent lights, neon tubes, light emitting diodes
(LED), liquid crystal displays, or other artificial sources of light.

lllumination, internal: lllumination performed by electrical apparatus from within the sign structure or which is otherwise
a part of the sign structure. Includes interior lighting behind a translucent panel, unless otherwise provided.

lllumination, external: lllumination performed by spotlights or other lighting devices and which is not a part of the sign
proper.

Incidental Sign: a sign with copy located on a rigid panel and mounted on a po a wall or similar structure, with or

directional signs, real estate signs, non-commercial opinion signs,
property or tenant identification names or numbers, names of o
posted on private property relating to circulation or private peg
trespassing or danger from animals. This paragraph is provided
of incidental signs.]

newspaper tubes, signs
ing the public against

ants, signs on mailboxes
g, political signs or signs

Industrial Street: any street designated as an industrial street in the comprehensive plan (see Section 59-16106).

ge ame or portion thereof that changes at intervals
of less than eight seconds. This includes any sign or portion the exhibits changing light or color effect by any
means at intervals of less than eight seconds. Exam include i ination that changes light color intensity in

Marquee Sign: An attact i ainted on or attached to the vertical side of, or erected on the roof surface of, a
marquee.

unit upon which no more than one letter or message is mounted or printed. Modules are open on three sides or
mounted on a building with no visible interconnections between modules.

Module Sign: a sign formed of individual modules. A module sign shall be erected so that there is a space between
modules. This sign shall be governed by the regulations applicable to the type of sign which the module sign represents.
Any sign not meeting this definition is subject to the regular sign regulations.

Monument sign: see "Ground Sign."
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Residential District: The following districts, or areas or designated for residential use in an PUD/SPUD: AA (Agricultural);
RA2 (Single-Family Two-Acre Rural Residential); RA (Single-Family One-Acre Rural Residential); R-1 (Single-Family
Residential 6,000 square foot minimum)); R-1ZL (Single-Family Residential Zero Lot Line); R-2 (Medium-Low Density
Residential); R-3 (Medium Density Residential); R-3M (Medium Density Multiple-Family Residential); R-4M (Medium-
High Density Multiple-Family Residential); R-4 (General Residential); R-MH-1 (Manufactured [Mobile] Home
Subdivision); R-MH-2 (Manufactured [Mobile] Home Park District; and NC (Neighborhood Conservation, Tracts 1, 2 and
3).

Right-of-Way: The land within the public sphere which may be used by pedestrian or vehicular traffic.

Roof: The outside top covering of occupiable space in any building or structure.

y dependent upon the building for
, the eave-line of a building with a

Roof Sign: A sign that is mounted on the roof of a building, or that is wholly or pa
support, and that projects above the highest point of a building with a fla
gambrel, gable, or hip roof, or the deck-line of a building with a mansard ro

Roof sign, Type B: attached sign erected on a vertical framework orted by and located im iately and entirely over

the roof of a building
Roofline: The eave or fascia of any wall plane.

"A," or spring mounted on a fixed base (or a
known as an A-frame or springer sign.

Sandwich Board: A freestanding sign which is ordinarily in the shape
variation of that), and which is usually two-sided. A “sandwich board” i

Scroll: mode of message transition on an electronic age di the message appears to move vertically
across the display surface.

Sign: a structure or device, pe ached to, painted on, supported by, or represented on a
building, fence, post or other stru is used or intended to be used to attract attention. Unless otherwise
provided, a “sign” includes the erection; ¢ r maintenance of any structure that meets the definition of “sign”
above.

lowest grade beneath the sign, and (2) for attached signs, the vertical extent from the lowest to the highest point of the
sign.

Sign Location: The site where one or more freestanding sign structures may be erected. Where more than one structure is
placed on either a permanent or temporary basis, there shall be no more than a 12-inch separation between structures
at the same sign location.

Sign Permit: A permit authorizing the erection or maintenance of a sign pursuant to Section 59-16114 of this Chapter.

Sign Structure: Any combination of materials to form a construction for the purpose of attaching, fixing, or otherwise
supporting a sign, whether installed on, above, or below the surface of the land, a building, or any other solid surface.
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